Ecosystems Services

Global Forest Watch

Global Forest Watch (GFW) is an
international data and mapping
network that combines on-the-
ground knowledge with digital
technology to provide accurate
information about the world's forests.
The GFW partners are convinced that
forest degradation would be
significantly slowed around the world

if governments and industry were to (amer oonian officials
actually implement commitments 450 618 EarRe
with GFW to monitor

they have made—nationally and , .
. . illegal logging.
internationally—to manage and

protect their forests.

Launched by WRI in 1997, GFW's

overall objective is to infuse

that are sponsoring development

activities, mapping out where these actors
are operating, and monitoring the degree
transparency and accountability into  to which these actors are following

the decision-making processes that national and local management laws and

determine how forests are managed regulations.

and for whom. GFW promotes GFW is active in Brazil, Cameroon,

Canada, Chile, the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Gabon, Indonesia, Russia,
Venezuela, and the United States.
Spotlighted here are GFW's 2002
activities in Central Africa and the Pan-

transparency and accountability by
tracking the actors (corporations,
government agencies, individuals)

Boreal forests (Russia, Canada, Alaska,

PARTNERS

Global Forest Watch:

A Worldwide Partnership RESEARCH

In each country where Global Forest Watch
is active, a forest watch chapter comprised
of local research and environmental groups
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has been established to collect and validate
key forest data and to make it openly
available to civil society and to government
and corporate decision-makers. The Forest
Watch chapters develop relationships with
government agencies to gain access to key
forest data. In return, they provide
ministries the opportunity to comment on
their results and address their comments
individually. Increasingly, GFW is
collaborating on data collection initiatives
with government agencies themselves, and
NGO and university relationships provide
new data, as well as the on-the-ground
perspective to validate existing government
records.

GFW partners in Cameroon are using remote sensing
and GIS mapping technology to detect illegal
logging in that country.This map depicts areas leased
by the government to private firms for harvest
(logging concessions), park boundaries, and logging
roads. Many of the roads are legitimate access roads
into active timber concessions, but others impinge on
parks and protected areas or zones not yet legally
open to logging.
Lagand
Dok < noludis pundes oS onid

efgng racds diglined from

19982001 Londssh imogery

I:] legping cancassan
Compa &a'on Metonal Post

Loradsod sorie N S
Femend oma

A bondy Pl a R

- Dl

and Scandinavia). Full details on these
and other GFW activities can be found on
GFW's interactive website,
www.globalforestwatch.org.

GFW/CENTRAL AFRICA

Central Africa houses the second largest
contiguous tropical forests on earth, yet
little is known about the extent and
impact of human activities in the region.
Global Forest Watch has established
chapters in Cameroon, Gabon, and the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

GFW/CentraL Arrica: MoniToriNG ComPLIANCE OF LoGGERS IN CAMEROON

A satellite image of southwestern Cameroon showing
Campo Ma’an National Park (green) and logging
concessions (purple) in the area. Logging roads digitized
from 1999-2001 satellite imagery are shown in orange.
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RESULTS

Central African Governments
Collaborate on Joint Monitoring
to Curb lllegal Logging

In June 2002, the Government of Cameroon
signed an agreement with GFW to share data and
maps about logging concessions and to
collaborate on satellite-based monitoring of
forests in a bid to curb rampant illegal logging.
This is the first map-based monitoring agreement
of its kind in Africa, and is the first entered into by
GFW.Signed by Cameroon’s Minister of
Environment and Forests and GFW, the agreement
stipulates that Cameroon’s Ministry of
Environment and Forests (MINEF) will provide
GFW with information on forest concessions in
the country. In turn, GFW will produce reports on
the state of forest concessions in Cameroon and
create maps based on satellite imagery that will
help MINEF officials to detect illegal logging in
the country.

GFW is now looking to expand this monitoring
approach to other countries in the region. At the
May 2002 International Tropical Timber
Organization (ITT0) Council meeting, members
adopted a resolution to undertake a data
collection initiative on the forests of Congo, the
Central African Republic (CAR), and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), aimed at
improving forest concession management and
ensuring the conservation of protected areas. The
Council explicitly requested that ITTO’s Executive
Director work with Global Forest Watch in this
effort. This marks the first regional initiative to
promote transparency in the forest sector
through collaborative government/NGO
monitoring. The government of Congo is now
working with GFW to put this system in place in
that country through a three-year ITTO-funded
project. The governments of CAR and DRC have
expressed interest in following suit.

RESULTS

“If you don't map it you can't manage it. Governments

and corporations don't collect this information. This is
why Global Forest Watch Russia has to do it.”

Socio-Ecological Union International, Moscow
Co-Author, Atlas of Russia’s Intact Forest Landscapes

THE PAN-BOREAL
MAPPING INITIATIVE

To date, the international community
has not systematically tracked the rate
and extent of ecological change in
boreal forests, which comprise one-
third of the world's forest area. Most
forest monitoring tracks deforestation
(conversion of forests to cropland and
other land use), which is not a factor
in the boreal forests. However, these
northern forests are rapidly being
opened up for their timber and other
natural resources, significantly altering
their ecological condition. Through
the Pan-Boreal Initiative, GFW is
linking partners across Russia,
Canada, Scandinavia, and Alaska to
provide a first comprehensive look at
forest condition across the world's
northern forests. Through analysis of
hundreds of satellite images and
integration of field and other data,
GFW is mapping remaining intact
landscapes that have yet to be
affected by commercial-scale
development. The map provides a
critical first look at the location of one
category of high conservation value

forests (HCVEF).

As a first step, two detailed reports on
Russia’s forests have been published,
and a first draft of a full pan-boreal
map was unveiled at the World
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Working to Influence Lending Criteria to Logging Companies

Financial institutions are expressing interest in using

GFW maps and data to monitor the organizations
they fund. In March 2002, ABN AMRO, a leading
European investment bank, supported a GFW
initiative to produce a searchable database of
logging companies in Canada that provides key
environmental performance information. Financial

institutions could use the database to avoid
lending to companies that log in highly sensitive
areas and/or have poor environmental
performance records. GFW will track the location
of logging operations in relation to intact forests
and include logging company environmental
performance data in the database.
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Pan-Boreal Forests: Supporting IKEA's
Wood Procurement Practices

Following publication of the Atlas of Russia’s Forest
Landscapes, the international home furnishings company,
IKEA, ordered 1,300 copies (in both Russian and English)
for distribution to IKEA's wood suppliers in Russia and to
wood purchasers inside and outside Russia. The maps are
already used to specify areas that are off limits as sources
of non-certified wood in IKEA's wood procurement
contracts in Russia. IKEA is actively using the Atlas to train
its suppliers and wood purchasers, so it will quickly reach
field operations. IKEA will be using the forthcoming
(Canada atlas for the same purpose.

Summit on Sustainable Development.
GFW Russia’s first report—The Last Intact
Forest Landscapes of Northern European
Russia—was published in 2001. In 2002,
GFW Russia published a major report—
the Atlas of Russias Forest Landscapes.
Similar atlases will be published for
Canada and Alaska in 2003.
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